RM of Brokenhead / Town of Beausejour

Joint Meeting

December 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

RM of Brokenhead, Council Chambers


The following represents notes from the discussions of December 17, 2008.  Nothing within this document represents a commitment on behalf of either municipality to undertake work not approved by the members of each Council.  Any works to be undertaken by personnel of either party are simply to obtain information for the purposes of presentation to each Council.

Present:
Mayor:

Don Mazur

Reeve:

Glen Dudeck



Councillors:
Art Berry 

Councillors:
Doug Thomasson





Theresa Gmiterek


Ruth Ferens





Ed Dubray



Melvin Rattai






Staff

James Fenske, CAO 


Christine Hutlet, CAO

Reeve Glen Dudeck called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Don Mazur and Reeve Glen Dudeck gave greetings and wishes for best in the New Year.

The notes from the meeting held on September 17, 2008 were reviewed.  There was a general concurrence that the notes reflected to discussions from the meeting.  
1.
Beausejour Brokenhead Fire Department

a) Fire Inspections – Fire Inspection report was presented with recognition going to Fire Inspector Lyle Rance for a job well done, with no complaints being received from the organizations involved in the inspections.

2.
Shared Services
CAO, Christine Hutlet gave Councils an update on the establishment of a Joint Mutual Aide Agreement with the Town and RM for Utility Personnel.  The agreement is drafted but a meeting with the CAOs and the lead operators will need to be held in January to prepare a plan on how to accomplish all the requirements necessary to allow the operators to work in another facility. 
ACTION:
1.
An update will be given at next joint council meeting.

3.
Emergency Measures Implementation System
Both Councils have fulfilled the requirements necessary to move a head with the new EMO Committee.  A Joint Preparedness Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 14, 2009.  
ACTION:
1.
CAO, Christine Hutlet will confirm date.
4.
Transfer Station
The Town will be moving ahead with developing a transfer station for the Town of Beausejour residents in light of the solid waste issues arising from the increased cost of waste removal.  It was pointed out that the Town’s current plan is very similar to the previous plan presented to the Joint Meeting in 2007 with the exception that the Transfer Station is only designed to process a total of 73 Tonnes annually.  It is the plan of the Town to continue to transfer Municipal Solid Waste, collected at the curbside, through it current Rear Load Compactor System.
The RM made note that the transfer station is still on its agenda, but is not ready to move at this time pending more information.  

The NERF Recycling program was reviewed and both Councils have approved the additional $22,500.00 each to cover the deficit incurred by NERF in 2007/2008.  Both councils are waiting on information from ACL Beausejour/NERRF, in regards to a comprehensive business plan and cost projections and revenues needed to ensure a successful program for the future, before either council makes a final decision on the future of municipal recycling.

6.
Annexation Report (3rd St. S. Properties)

The Town presented an annexation proposal for properties along 3rd street south at the September 17 meeting, for the RM to review and respond to.
The RM will the Town it’s full support with a letter of concurrence to be written and presented to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs along with the Towns proposal, if a 50%-50% municipal tax sharing agreement over 3 years can be established between the two municipalities.
ACTION:
1. Town needs to review proposal of agreement.
7. Water & Sewer along PR 302

The Town made a proposal for future water and sewer service to properties along PR 302 at the September 17 meeting.  The RM was to consider proposal and respond.
The RM feels that more information on the cost of the project is needed to present to the rate payers directly involved in the project to ensure interest and need.

ACTION:

1. CAO, Jim Fenske to get an estimated cost for the water and sewer service to CAO, Christine Hutlet.
8. District Wide Zoning By-law
The town responded positively to the idea of a District Wide Zoning by-law with the RM leaning toward a negative response.  Once the Development Plan is complete both Zoning by-laws will have to be rewritten to conform to the Plan changes.

Discussion on the issue ensued with the pros and cons of such a by-law including by not limited to:

Pros

· The reduction in cost
· One stop shop for information and permits
· Allowing the municipalities to excuse themselves from the responsibility of making those types of decisions
· Appeals up to the Municipal Board and not the planning district
Cons:

· Concerns of the lose of control by the individual Councils over important issues such as:

· Changes in Zoning

· Conditional Uses
· Variations
· Etc.  

ACTION:

1.
Table to next meeting.


Next Meeting:

Date:


Budget Meeting Wednesday February 4, 2009



Regular Joint Council, Wednesday March 18/09

Time:


7:00 pm

Location:

Town Office


